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EGYPTIAN  COTTON  NE7S  LETTER 


The  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  of  February  29  contains 
following  extract  relative  to  extra  staple  cotton:. 

The  extra  staple  cotton  market  has  been  extremely 
quiet  here  during  the  past  week,  with  the  exception 
of  spot  cotton  which  is  actively  in  demand,  both  here 
and  in  neighboring  textile  centers,   due  to  the  chaotic 
transportation  conditions  and  the  difficulty  not  only 
in  getting  shipments  from  the  south  but  In  getting  the 
cotton  from  one  locality  to  another,  even  When  the 
distance  to  be  traversed  is  no  greater  than  twenty  miles* 

There. are  some  of  the  mills  that  have  not  received 
any  shipments  of  cotton  in  three  or  fcur  weeks  and  ship- 
ments which  were  expected  a  month  ago  have  not  arrived 
yet.     The  result  is  that  although  they  have  ample  sup- 
plies of  cotton  bcugiyt  to  cover  their  needs  the  avail- 
able quantity  actually  on  hand  < f  certain  staple  lengths 
is  running  very  lev;  and  prudence  has  led  the  treasurers 
to  seek  small  si^ed  spot  lots  to  fill  out  in  the  emer- 
gency, until  transportation  matters  get  straightened 
out  once  more. 

This  same  condition  has  obtained  in  the  Providence 
district.fco  an  even  greater  degree  than  in  New  Bedford 
and  spot^of  cotton  of  certain  staple  lengths  that  hap- 
pened to  be  actually  in  that  territrrjT-  brought  some 
very  fancy  prices,-  prices  that  would  not  have  been 
thought  of  had  transportation  facilities  been  normal* 

Because  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  the  Egyptian 
cotton  which  has  arrived  in  Boston  transported  from 
there  to  the  various  mills,  the  demand  for  spot  Egyptian 
has  been  very  sharp  in  certain  quarters.     Two  lets  of 
high  grade  Sak  on  the  spot  were  sold  at  $1*17  and  $1.15 
respectively,  while  $1.10  Is  asked  for  medium  grade  and 
§1.02  to  $1*03  for  low  grades.     The  situation  so  far  as 
New  Bedford  is  concerned,  was  relieved  at  the  close  of 
the  week  by  the  arrival  of  a  steamer  from  Boston  bring- 
ing 6,000  bales. 
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Extract  from  Hew  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  continued: 

Sea  Island  is  quoted  around  $1.05  for  average  extra 
choice,   but  there  is  very  little  offered  and  practically 
nc  interest  in  it  this  week.     One  lot  of  medium  grade 
Peruvian  mitafiffi  was  offered  in  the  neighborhood  of 
99  cents,  hut  this  is  practically  the  only  offering 
of  old  crop  Peruvian,     Arizona  Egyptian  is  offered  at 
95  cents  for  No.,  4  grade  Pima  of  inch  and  five-eighths 
to  inch  and  throe- quarters  staple.    Mills  are  willing 
to  pay  from  §1,00  to  §1.05  for  No.  2  grade,  hut  none 

of  this  is  available  here  at  present. 

*  *  * 


ffis j'bie  Supnly  of  Cotton 
Stock  in  Alexandria,  Lgypt,  February  27,  was  as  follows: 
■    XOP.C  1019  1918 


136,000  bales  397,000  bales        353,000  bales 

Prices  of  Good  Sake! .  Egyptian.   Liverpool,  February  27, 
were  as  follows: 

1920  1919  1918 

93,50d  30,58a  31.38d 


Liverpool  V-oA  Zj  Oo+ton  Reports 

The  Liverpool  quotations  for  Sakellaridis  Egyptian 
cotton  (February  7,   1920)  vers  as  follows  (pence): 

Spot 
Trading 
Value 

83.50 
85.00 
88.00 


Quotations  for  Middling  Upland  cotton  on  the  Savannah 
parket  for  the  week  ending  Friday,  February  27,  1920  ....  39. 

to 


3-0  od 
Pine 

Extra  fine 
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Investigations 

EGYPTIAN  COTTON  NEWS  LI^EI? 

The  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  of  Mar«h  9  contains 
the  following  extract  relative  to  extra  staple  cotton: 

Increasing  interest  in  the  medium  length  staples 
was  the  feature  of  the  week  in  the  extra  staple  cotton 
market  here  and  although  few  very  large  individual 
sales  were  put  through,  the  dealing  in  the  aggregate 
amounted  to  a  fair  week's  business,  being  very  much' 
better  than  for  several  weeks  past. 

Prices  were  decidedly  firmer,  owing  partly  to  the 
rise  on  the  New  York  exchange,  and  partly  to  the  grow- 
ing scarcity  of  the  medium  staple  lengths  in  the  better 
grade  white  cottons.     *  * 

*  * 

The  arrival  of  a  shipload  of  Egyptian  this  week 
took  the  edge  off  the  demand  for  spot  Sak,  but  there 
were  some  inquiries  for  this  kind  of  cotton  despite 
the  ouantity  that  was  unloaded  here .     One  spot  lot  of 
average  grade  Sak  sold  on  the  spot  here  for  $1,10, 
while  the  quotations  ranged  from  there  to  §1.26  for 
spots  and  as  high  as  §1.34  for  shipment  from  Alexandria. 
Uppers  could  be  had  at  94  to  95  cents  for  shipment 
from  abroad,  but  $1.00  was  asked  for  them  if  they  hap- 
pened to  be  on  the  spot  in  this  country. 

There  were  a  few  saj.es  of  Peruvian  Tangris  cotton, 
the  price  ranging  between  82  and  85  cents,  with  more 
of  it  said  to  be  available  at  the  last  named  figure. 
There  is  almost  no  Hitaf iff i  obtainable,  the  lost  quota- 
tion on  it  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1,04  to  $1.05. 
Sea  Island  was  being  sought  by  some  of  the  mills,  but 
few  were  willing  to  pay  the  prices  asked.  Average 
extra  choice  was  quoted  all  the  way  from  $1.00  to  $1.10. 

No,  2  and  No,  3  grade  Pima  cotton  is  offered  here 
this  week  for  $1.05,  but  none  of  the  mills  showed  any 
interest  in  it  at  that  figure. 

Prices  for  extra  staple  middling  in  grade,  white  in 
color,  and  classed  as  to  staple  on  a  high  standard  of 
stapling,  are  quoted  as  follows: 

Inch  and  an  eighth,  75  to  80  cents. 
Inch  and  three  sixteenths,  85  to  95  cents. 
Inch  and  a  quarter,  94  to  98  cents. 
Inch  and  five  sixteenths,  97  to  $1.02. 


:  ■ 


% 
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Visible  Supply  of  Cotton 

P'took  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  March  5,  was  as  fellows: 

1920  1919  ■  1918 

157,000  "bales        395,000  "bales  360,000  bales 

Prices  of  Good  Safcel,  Egyptian,  Liverpool,  March  5,  were 
as  follows; 

v 

1920  1919  1918 

86.50d  30.58a  31.93d 


Liverpool  Daily  Cotton  "Reports 

The  Liverpool  quotations  for  Sakellaridis  Egyptian  cot- 
ton (February  10,   1920)  were  as  follows  (pence): 


Spc  t 


Trading 
Value 

Good   .•;  86.50 

Fine  .  *  .  .  .  88.00 

Extra  fine       .   91 .00 


Quotations  for  Middling  Upland  cotton  on  the  Savannah 

Market  for  the  week  ending  Friday,  March  5,  1920   

39  . 50 

j  to 

40 ,  00 
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Alkali  and  Drought 
Resistant  Plant  March  16,  1920. 

Investigations 


EGYPTIAN  COTTON  NEWS  LETTER 


The  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  of  I  larch  14  contains 
the  following  extract  relative  to  extra  staple  cotton: 

While  the  prices  of  extra  staple  cottons  have  held 
fairly  steady  during  the  past  week,  the  dealing  has 
been  rather  erratic,  due  not  only  to  the  spotty  con- 
dition of  the  demand  but  also  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
very  hard  to  locate  some  lengths  in  good  grade  white' 
cotton,  and  although  there  is  an  outlet  for  certain 
kinds  of  cotton,  brokerage  firms  find  it  hard  to  get 
the  kind  of  cotton  to  fill  the  requirement  without 
paying  unreasonably  high  prices  for  it. 

The  majority  of  the  mills  are  out  of  the  market  except 
for  bargain  lots  in  the  particular  grades  and  staple 
lengths  that  they  are  using,    Many  treasurers  claim 
that  they  have  their  requirements  covered  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  season  until  the  new  crop  shall  be  available, 
but  on  the  other  hand  there  are  certain  quarters  of  the 
market  that  are  buying  practically  all  the  white  cotton 
of  certain  staple  lengths  that  is  offered  to  them  with- 
out much  regard  to  the  price. 

*  *  * 

There  was  some  buying  of  Sea  Islands  during  the  week, 
but  most  of  it  was  by  out  of  town  parties,  rumored  to 
be  tire  concerns,     The  prices  at  which  sales  were  re- 
ported were  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1.05  and  some  average 
extra  choice  was  available  here  at  that  figure .  It 
was  said  that  there  was  also  dealing  in  Peruvian  Mita- 
fiffi,  medium  grade,  at  approximately  the  same  level,, 
but  this  was  limited  in  volume  owing  to  the  small  quan- 
tity of  this  cotton  remaining  available  for  sale. 
Egyptians  were  quiet  for  the  week,  except  for  some  in- 
quiry for  uppers,  which  was  attributed  to  the  same  general 
quarter  from  which  came  the  demand  for  Sea  Island  and 
Peruvian.     The  price  was  said  to  range  between  $1.00 
and  $Lv05  and  it  is  reported  that  a  few  small  lots  were 
sold.    Medium  grade  Sak  is  quoted  here  above  §1.20  for 
shipment  from  abroad,  but  the  principal  interest  cen- 
tered in  that  bought  earlier  in  the  season,  which  is 
now  arriving  in  Boston  faster  than  it  can  be  taken  care 
of.    A  steamer  has  feeen  chartered  and  has  already  brought 
two  cargoes  totalling  more  than  10,000  bales  from  Boston 
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Extract  from  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  continued: 

to  New  Bedford  and  it  is  to  return  for  another  cargo  next 
week . 

There  is  practically  no  interest  here  in  Pima  cotton. 
One  lot  No.  2  and  No,  3  in  grade  was  offered  at  £a»05 
while  another  lot  No.  4  in  grade  was  quoted  at  95  to 
§1.00,  but  no  mill  cared  to  hid  for  it, 

*  *  * 


Visible  Supply  of  Cotton 

Stock  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  March  12,  was  as  follows: 
1920  1919  1918 

143,000  bales  400,000  bales  333,000  bales 

Prices  of  Good  Sakel,  Egyptian,   Liverpool,  March  12,  were 
as  follows: 

1920  1919  1918 

88.50d  30.58a  32.73d 


Quotations  for  Middling  Upland  cotton  on  the  Savannah 
Market  for  the  week  ending  Friday,  Mar'ch  12,  1920  39.50 

to 


40 . 00 


■  •  :?  -"•"V 
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Cotton  News  Letter  of  liar ,   16/20  (p. 


The  Textile  World  Journal  of  llarch  6  contains  the  f ollowin 
article  relative  to  the  cotton  lands  of  Egypt  - 

Possibilities  of  Increasing  Available  Acreage  in 
Upper  and  Lower  Egypt* 


According  to  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal, 
statistics  show  that  in  Lower  Egypt  just  prior  to  the 
war  45  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  cultivated  land 
was  under  cotton,  and  in  Upper  Egypt  the  percentage  of 
area  under  cotton  was  19  per  cent.     It  is  further  stated 
that  5,600,000  acres  are  cultivated,  watered  either  "by 
summer  canal  supply  or  by  flood,  and  1,250,000  further 
acres  can  bear  crops  when  irrigation  from  the  Nile  can 
be  extended  to  them.    Upon  the  completion  of  such  irri- 
gation projects  the  cultivated  land  in  Lower  Egypt  may 
be  used  for  cotton  crops  once  or  twice  in  a  three  years' 
rotation,  which  will  not  be  possible  in  the  most  southern 
provinces  because  the  climate  there  is  against  large- 
scale  cotton  production.     The  statement  continues: 

Taking  the  normal  cotton  area  at  1,716,000  acres,  it 
is  estimated  that  it  would  be  possible  to  cultivate 
annually  in  cotton,   on  the  same  system  of  rotation  as 
is  at  present  in  vogue,   an  additional  1,005,000  acres. 
The  lake  areas  of  Menzaleh,  Borollos,  Mar i out ,  and  Edku, 
large  shallow  tracts  slightly  below  sea  level,  which 
could  be  drained  and  rendered  capable  of  growing  cotton, 
have  an  area  of  656,000  acres.     This  land  would  probably 
be  suitable  at  first  for  a  rotation  of  cotton  and  rice, 
with  intermediate  clover  *     On  this  rotation  50  per  cent 
would  be  under  cotton  annually  and  would  add  about 
312,000  acres,  making  a  total  of  3,033,000  acres  annually 
capable  of  yielding  cotton. 

It  should  be  possible  to  increase  also  the  average 
yield  of  cotton  per  acre  in  Lower  Egypt.     A  large  area 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  Delta  has  become  impoverished 
in  recent  years  owing  to  the  rising  water-table  and  in- 
adequate drainage.     If  properly  drained,  with  lift 
drainage,         (sentence  incomplete) 


'  ■  : 
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EGYPTIAN  COTTON  NEWS  LETTER 

The  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  of  March  21  contains  the 
following  extract  relative  to  extra  staple  cotton: 

Moderate  dealing  in  the  medium  length  cotton  has 
been  the  story  of  the  past  week  in  the  extra  staple  cot- 
ton market,   prices  being,   if  anything,   slightly  higher 
than  they  were  a  week  ago  on  those  types  of  cotton  most 
in  demand.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  prices  have 
been  merely  nominal  for  the  good  grade  white  cotton  in 
the  medium  lengths,   for  very  few  brokers' have  any  of 
this  cotton  on  which  they  can  quote  a  firm  figure.  Odd 
lots  thet  have  been  "coming  into  the  market  here  and  there 
have  sold  at  prices  that  varied  sometimes  five  to  seven 
cents  a  pound  for  the  same  kind  of  cotton.     Many  of  the 
mills  are  fairly  well  fixed  for  cotton,  but  those  who 
still  have  a  part  of  their  requirements  to  cover  have 
been  disposed  to  give  very  little  weight  to  the  price 
which  was  asked,  provided  the  cotton  was  of  the  length, 

grade  end  character  which  they  wanted. 

>^  >k  % 

Talk  of  new  crop  prices  has  already  begun  and  some 
of  the  mill  men  have  already  begun  to  inquire  at  what 
prices  reliable  shippers  would  book  orders  for  extra 
staples  for  October-November  shipment.     There  has  aires dy 
been  some  short  cotton  sold  for  fall  shipment,  but  this 
was  on  a  basis,   the  price  to  be  fixed  later.       *  * 
*        *     :  Local  mill  mefi  are  confident *'tha t  there 
will  be  an  unprecedented  volume  of  extra  staple  cotton 
planted  this  year.        *  * 

Sea  Islands  were  active  in  some  quarters,   sales  of 
average  extra  choice  being  reported  around  $1.05  and 
quotations  ranging  from  $1,05  to  §±.07*     There  was  some- 
low  grade  See,  Islands,   choice  or  lower,  which  was  offered 
at  90  cents  without  finding  a  purchaser.     Peruvian  Mita- 
fiffi  medium  in  grade  was  available  as  low  as  $l-.05  and 
some  sales  at  this  level  were  reported,  although  many 
were  asking  $1.07  and  $1.10  for  it;.     White  Peruvian  or 
Tangris  cotton  was  reported  to  have  sold  on  actual  sample 
in  one  instance  as  high  as  $1,00  a  pound  or  slightly 
better,  but  a  considerable  quantity  could  be  had  in  the 
market  at  85  to  87  cents.     The  grade  of  this  cotton  is 
strict  to  good  middling. 


* 


Cotton  Hews  Letter  of  liar.  23/20  (p.2  ) 


Medium  grade  Egyptian  Uppers  were  sold  as  low  as  98  cents 
,  in  at  least  one  instance  and  there  was  said  to  be  plenty 
more  available  in  this  country  at  $1 .05 .     High  grade  Sakel- 
laridis  was  offered  here  at  $1,26  hut  there  was  considerable 
medium  grade  that  could  be  bought  at  $1.2.0  or  lower,  and 
lower  grades- as  low  as  95  cents. 

No. "4  grade  Pima  cotton  inch  and  five  eighths  in  staple 
is  offered  here  at  95  cents,  but  there  has  been  no  interest 
in  it;   apparently  the  mills  do  not  care  to  use  grades  lower 
than  Ho,  2  if  they  can  avoid  it. 

Nominal  price  quotations  on  extrs   staple  cotton  white, 
middling  in  color  and  grade  end  classed  as  to  staple  on 
a  high  standard  of  stapling  are  given  herewith  as  nearly 
as  they  can  be  approximated  from" the  widely  varying  figures 
at  which  it  is  being  offered: 

Inch  and  an  eighth,   80  to  85  cents. 

Inch  and  three  sixteenths.   88  to  95  cents™ 

Inch  and  a  quarter,   9  5  to  yl .  02  • 

Inch  and  five  sixteenths,  $1.00  to  $1.05  upwards. 


Visible  Supply  of  Cotton 

Stock  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  March  19,  was  as  follows: 

1920  1919  1918 

144,000  bales        406,000  bales  330,000  bales 

Prices  of  Good  Sakel,  Egyptian,  Liverpool r  March  19,  were 
as  follows: 

1920  1919  1918 

85,00d  30,58d  33.31d 


■  ■  :•] 
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Egyptian  _C otton  Imports 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  reports  imports  from  Egypt 
in  equivalent  500-pound  hales  during  the  seven  months 
ending  February  29,   1920,   together  with  the  corresponding 
period  (as  well  as  for  the  month  of  February)  of  the 
preceding  year  as  follows: 

February  :     7  mos.  ending  Feb.  29 


1920  1919         :  1920  1919 


96,523  —  :  289,621  23,544 


Quotations  for  Middling  Upland  cotton  on  the  Savannah 

Market  for  the  week  ending  Friday,  March  19   

40,00 

to 
40.75 
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EGYPTIAN  COTTON  NEWS  LETTER 


The  New  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  of  March  28  contains  the 
following  extract  relative  to  extra  staple  cotton: 

Sales  of  extra  staple  cotton  have  "been  very  moderate 

during  the  past  week,  many  of  the  mills  being  out  of 

the  market  entirely,  and  those  which  were  not  confining 

their  wants  to  a  comparatively  few  types,  these  being 

in  most  instances  the  hardest  of  all  to  find.     *  * 

As  a  rule,  prices  on  the  extra  staple  lengths  in  white 

middling  or  better  have  held  firm  at  the  same  levels 

as  the.  previous  week,  but  the  shorter  cotton  as  well 

as  the  low  grades  and  off  colors  could  be  bought  at 

concessions  from  last  week's  figures. 
$  % 

Practically  all  the  brokers  are  offering  an  unusually 

large  number  of  lots  on  actual  samples.     One  declared 

that  he  had  so  many  of  these  in  his  office  that  he  found 

it  almost  impossible  to  keep  track  of  them.     The  attitude 

of  the  mills  this  year  has  made  it  possible  many  times 

to  get  better  prices  for  cotton  offered  on  actual  samples 

than  for  that  of  the  same  grade  and  staple  offered  on 

type,  while  the  large  volume  of  grey  cotton  that  is  "being 

offered  will  be  considered  by  the  mills  only  when  actual 

samples  can  be  submitted . 

*  *  * 

There  was  some  dealing  in  Sea  Island  during  the  week, 
though  it  was  confined  to  a  comparatively  few  quarters. 
Average  extra  choice  was  quoted  at  §1.05  to  $1.10  and 
extra  choice  to  fancy  at  01.10  to  $1.15,  "but  sales  of 
the  former  were  made  at  $1«05  and  §1.06.    Medium  grade 
Peruvian  Mitafiffi  could  be  bought  at  ,)l.05  and  a  small 
quantity  of  it  was  sold  at  this  figure,  while  white  Peru- 
vian or  Tangris  cotton  sold  at  83  cents. 

Medium  grade  Egyptian  uppers  are  quoted  at  $1.00  to  s.)l.0i 
with  some  sales  reported  at  the  lower  figure.     There  is  said 
to  be  quite  a  little  of  this  cotton  available,  but  there 
is  not  much  demand  for  it  unless  it  happens  to  be  on  the 
spot  in  this  country  and  available  for  immediate  use. 
Medium  grade  Sakellaridis  on  the  spot  is  wanted  by  a 
few  of  the  mills  to  fill  in  until  they  get  possession 
of  their  shipments  that  are  now  tied  up  in  Boston,  owing 
to  the  congestion  at  the  fumigation  plant.    Offers  of 
$1.14  for  spots  have  been  made  by  certain  mills  and 
quotations  of  $1«15  to  $1.20  are  current  in  this  market. 
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Cotton -Hews  Letter  of  Mar.  30/20  (p. 2\ 

Extract  from  Hew  Bedford  Sunday  Standard  continued: 

Prices  on  extra  staple  cotton,  white  in  color  end 
middling  in  grade  and  els  ssed  as  to  staple  on  a.  high 
standard  of  stapling  are  quoted  as  follows: 

Inch  and  an  eighth,   78  to  85  cents. 

Inch  and  three  sixteenths,  90  to  95  cents. 

Inch  and  a  quarter,  95c  to  $1.0?. 

Inch  and  five  sixteenths,  $1*02  to  §1.05  and  Upwards. 


Visible  Supply  of  Cotton 


Stock  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  March  26,  was  as  fellows: 
1920  1919  1918 


139,000  bales        405,000  bales        330,000  bales 

Prices  of  Good  Sakel,  Egyptian,   Liverpool,  Ilarch  26,  wer« 
as  follows: 

1920  1919  1918 


84. 00 A  30.58A  32.81d 


.  Quotations  for  Middling  Upland  cotton  on  the  Savannah 
Market  for  the  week  ending  Friday,  March  26,  1920  ....... 

40.75 

to 
40  <  7  5 


